
 

 

 

 
maXecurity™ Product Suite 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Auditor’s Manual 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Firmware v2.2 



 

maXecurity™ — Auditor’s Manual 

ii 

Table of Contents 

 

INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................................ 1 

Audit Reports Control Panel ...................................................................................................................... 2 

REPORT TYPES .............................................................................................................. 3 

Access Violations ....................................................................................................................................... 3 

Steps for generating an Access Violations report ................................................................................. 3 

Administrative Activity .............................................................................................................................. 5 

Steps for generating an Administrative Activity report......................................................................... 5 

User Entitlements ...................................................................................................................................... 7 

Steps for generating a User Entitlements report .................................................................................. 7 

Domain Entitlements ................................................................................................................................. 8 

Steps for generating a Domain Entitlements report ............................................................................. 8 

MANAGING AUDITOR ADMINISTRATORS ................................................................... 10 

Configuring Auditors ................................................................................................................................ 10 

Steps for adding a new Auditor Administrator ................................................................................... 10 

Steps for removing an Auditor Administrator ..................................................................................... 11 

Learning more .......................................................................................................................................... 11 

 



 

maXecurity™ — Auditor’s Manual 

iii 

 

Typographic conventions used in this manual 
 
Bold 
Button and text box names, as well as Admin types are in bold. 
 
Italic 
Web site addresses (URLs) are italicized. 
 
Red 
Generally used for text and examples you type in. 
 

 
Indicates steps to take for performing a particular function.  
 

1.  
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Introduction 

The maXecurity product suite from P2 Security works with a company’s infrastructure to 

prevent unauthorized access to sensitive data. More than ever, government regulations 

like Sarbanes-Oxley, PCI, and HIPAA require companies to provide security in the form of 

both preventative controls—avoiding a situation where a single person can access 

everything and cover their tracks—as well as “detective” controls—measures to uncover 

what happened and who is responsible when something does go wrong. All maXecurity 

products have been designed to ensure full compliance with these and emerging 

regulations.  

 

In the case of preventative controls, maXecurity segregates web access management 

into four distinct functions. Instead of one “master password,” there are four admin 

types, each with a specific role: 

 

- Infrastructure admin – Performs the initial setup of domains and permissions. 

- Security admin – Configures encryption algorithms, handles digital certificates, 

and sets up and maintains the user stores (LDAP servers).  

- Domain admin – Maintains authorizations for web page access.  

- Auditor– Creates reports, investigates security breaches, and reviews 

compliance with Sarbanes-Oxley and other regulatory requirements. The 

Auditor’s functions are the focus of this manual. 

 

Each admin is able to perform the role assigned, but not someone else’s. No one can 

gain access to the whole system, make changes and cover their tracks.  

 

Just as important, every time an admin makes an important change, the system asks for 

a comment or internal ticket. Each process is therefore recorded, and can be called 

upon later to review. As an Auditor, you have direct access to the complete history of 

web access management changes that have taken place in the form of detailed audit 

reports. This allows you to trace back all changes made to the system in the case of a 

security breach or government audit. 
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Audit Reports Control Panel 

To access the Audit Reports control panel, use your web browser to navigate to the URL 

based on the fully qualified domain name (FQDN).  

 

 
Logging in as an Auditor. The default is https://<domain>/Auditor/ 

 

Note that you must connect over SSL using https. Once you log in with your credentials, 

you will see the Audit Reports home screen. 

 

 
 

Take a moment to review the Audit Reports panel. The controls on the left allow you to 

generate and view reports, and add or delete other Auditor administrators. In some 

companies you may be serving as both the Auditor and the Security admin or 

Infrastructure admin. For your convenience you can use the navigation buttons at the 

top to move from one application to another and the Logout option to end your session. 

If you’re ever unclear about a control panel function, note the help box on the right. 
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Report Types 

Although none of the major government regulations specify the details of what reports 

must be generated, auditors tend to agree that there are certain points that should be 

looked at from a best-practices point of view.  

 

- Access violations – List of failed attempts to access a protected resource. 

- Administrative activity – A complete audit trail of who did what and when. 

- User entitlements – A list of web resources that a specific user has access to. 

- Domain entitlements – A list of users that have access to a specific application or 

web domain. 

 

As an Auditor using a maXecurity appliance, you have the ability to generate 

comprehensive reports about all administrative activities and access violations. You can 

view a list of web resources a specific user has access to, or, just as easily, you can 

generate a report of all users with access to a particular web resource. 

 

 

Access Violations 

Access violations occur when someone tries to gain access to a protected resource, but 

is denied by the system. This may be the result of a failed user name/password attempt 

from someone on the Internet, or it may come from a user that has already logged in 

but does not have the group permissions to access a particular resource. 

 

 

 Steps for generating an Access Violations report 

 

1. From the Audit Reports panel, click on Access Violations. 

2. Enter a Start Date and an End Date for the report.  

3. Select a Domain from the drop-down menu. If you select ALL, the report will list 

access violations across all domains in the cluster. Note: You can only generate 

reports for the cluster you are logged in to. 

4. Press the Options button to choose the information you want included in the 

report. Each item will appear as a separate column. 
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Understanding the Access Violations Report 

 

Time – The time the access violation took place. 

SourceIP – The IP address of the user attempting access. 

Cluster – The cluster of maXecurity appliances that recorded the event. 

Appliance – The specific maXecurity appliance that recorded the event. 

Domain – The domain protected by a security policy. 

Method – HTTP method: GET or POST. 

Resource – The URL, or part of the URL, that the user attempted access (e.g. /admin). 

Policy – The security policy that was in place. 

Authorization – The reason for the failure (not in a group, etc.). 

UserDN – The user’s name, if already logged in. 

Status – The access violation that prevented the user from accessing the resource: 

- Access denied – An authenticated user, but not part of the user group allowed. 

- Authentication denied – Incorrect user name, password or certificate. 

- Account locked – Too many login attempts, based on settings from the user store. 

 

5. Finally, click Search. The maXecurity appliance will communicate with all other 

appliances in the same cluster. The consolidated data is then presented on-

screen. 

 

 
The Access Violations Report. The status of each appliance is listed underneath the report as it consolidates 
all the data from the cluster. Click on any header to sort by that column. Click again to change the sort 
direction (ascending or descending). 
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If you wish to save the report as a file, click on the Export as CSV button. A CSV (comma-

separated values) file can be opened in Microsoft Excel, a log analyzer, or a similar 

program. You also have the option of choosing the Printer Friendly button, which will 

open the report in a new window in your web browser. 

 

Administrative Activity 

Every time an administrator makes an important change to the system, the action is 

recorded and the admin is asked to specify a descriptive comment or ticket number. 

  

 
 

This provides the Auditor with a trail of who performed an action, when, and why. You 

can retrieve a detailed report of all such activity by generating an Administrative Activity 

report. 

 

 

 Steps for generating an Administrative Activity report 

 

1. From the Audit Reports panel, click on Administrative Activity. 

2. Enter a Start Date and an End Date for the report.  

3. Select a Domain from the drop-down menu. If you select ALL, the report will list 

access violations across all domains in the cluster. Note: You can only generate 

reports for the cluster you are logged in to. 

4. Press the Options button to choose the information you want included in the 

report. Each item will appear as a separate column. 

5. Finally, click Search. The maXecurity appliance will communicate with all other 

appliances in the same cluster. The consolidated data is then presented on-

screen. 
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Understanding the Administrative Activity Report 

 

Time – The time the change took place. 

AdminType – Whether the user is a Security, Infrastructure, Domain or Auditor administrator. 

Cluster – The cluster of maXecurity appliances that recorded the event. 

Domain – The domain affected by the change. 

Action – The action taken by the administrator (e.g. editing a policy, adding a certificate, etc.). 

ResourceType – The setting or resource modified (a policy, an attribute, etc.)  

ResourceName – The specific change made (e.g. created a new policy, deleted an 

authentication set, etc.). 

SourceIP – The IP address of the user when the change was made. 

UserDN – The administrator’s user name. 

Comment – The comment or ticket number entered by the admin after the change was made. 

 

 

 
 
The Administrative Activity Report. The status of each appliance is listed underneath the report as it 
consolidates all the data from the cluster. Click on any header to sort by that column. Click again to change 
the sort direction (ascending or descending). 

 

 

If you wish to save the report as a file, click on the Export as CSV button. A CSV (comma-

separated values) file can be opened in Microsoft Excel, a log analyzer, or a similar 

program. You also have the option of choosing the Printer Friendly button, which will 

open the report in a new window in your web browser. 
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User Entitlements 

This simple report allows you to specify a username, user ID, or other identifying 

information to see all the web resources a specific person has access to.  

 

 
 

 Steps for generating a User Entitlements report 

 

1. From the Audit Reports panel, click on User Entitlements. 

2. Select the User Store where the user is located from the drop-down menu. 

3. The proper login attribute (e.g. uid, emailaddress, sAMAccountName) for that 

user store will appear. Type in the user’s login for that attribute. 

4. Click Continue, and select a domain from the list. Control-click to select multiple 

domains, or press Select All to generate a report for all domains in the cluster. 

Note: You can only generate reports for the cluster you are logged in to. 

5. Click Generate Report. After a few seconds, the report will appear on screen. 

 

 
The User Entitlements Report. This report allows you to see which resources a user has access to. 
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If you wish to export the report for use elsewhere, click on the Export as CSV button. A 

CSV (comma-separated values) file can be opened in Microsoft Excel, a log analyzer, or a 

similar program. You also have the option of clicking on the Printer Friendly button, 

which will open the report in a new window in your web browser. 

 

Domain Entitlements 

Just the opposite of user entitlements, this report allows you to specify a protected 

domain or web application and see all the users with authorization to access it.  

 

 
 

 Steps for generating a Domain Entitlements report 

 

1. From the Audit Reports panel, click on Domain Entitlements. 

2. Select a Domain from list. Control-click to select multiple domains, or press 

Select All to generate a report for all domains in the cluster. Note: You can only 

generate reports for the cluster you are logged in to. 

3. Click Continue. After a few seconds, the report will appear on screen. 
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The Domain Entitlements Report. This report allows you to see which users have access to a particular web 
resource or application. 

 

If you wish to save the report as a file, click on the Export as CSV button. A CSV (comma-

separated values) file can be opened in Microsoft Excel, a log analyzer, or a similar 

program. You also have the option of choosing the Printer Friendly button, which will 

open the report in a new window in your web browser. 
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Managing Auditor Administrators 

One of the goals of maXecurity’s design was to make it easy for auditors to gain access 

to the information they need without tying up the resources of a company’s IT 

department. Instead of asking the IT staff to create reports, auditors can be given login 

access to the Audit Reports control panel and generate their own reports about access 

violations, administrative activity, entitlements and other functions.  

 

 

Configuring Auditors 

A company’s Security admin will do the initial setup of auditors. Once you have been 

registered as an Auditor admin, you will also be able to register or delete additional 

auditors. However, in keeping with the segregation of duties requirement of Sarbanes-

Oxley and other regulations, as an Auditor admin you can only register or delete other 

auditors, but not any other type of administrator.  

 

 
 

 Steps for adding a new Auditor Administrator 

 

1. From the Auditor control panel, click on Configure Auditors. 

2. On the left you’ll see a box of Registered Administrators that have already been 

registered. If you don’t see the admin you are looking for, click on the Register 
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Additional Admins button. In the dialog that appears, search for the name of the 

person you would like to add. Be sure to click on Register User to add this person 

to the list of Registered Administrators.  

3. Select a name and click on the Add button.  

 

 

 Steps for removing an Auditor Administrator 

 

1. From the Auditor control panel, click on Configure Auditors. 

2. On the right you’ll see a box of Configured Auditor Administrators. Select a 

name and click on the Remove button.  

 

 

Learning more 

There are separate manuals available for the Security admin, Infrastructure admin, and 

Domain admin. Feel free to consult those guides if you are interested in specific issues 

that remain outside the realm of this manual. 

 

You can also visit http://www.maXecurity.com and click on Support. If your company 

has a support contract with P2 Security, you can receive access to a dedicated support 

representative who is familiar with your web infrastructure and the use of maXecurity 

products. Support is available 24/7. 

 


